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Special Membership Issue!

This issue is highlight-
ing membership both on
the national and local
scales. Firstly, we have a
shameless plug for our
club membership, and
some very important rea-
sons why we should be
members of our national
organization: RAC.

There are many organi-
zations that we can join
that have great value,
depending on our per-
sonal preferences. How-
ever, Radio Amateurs of
Canada is one organiza-
tion to which we should
all belong. With member-
ship percentages in the

single digits, RAC is, or
will be soon, in very seri-
ous trouble trying to do
all it needs to do with its
limited resources. The
future of amateur radio in
Canada could depend on
how well RAC fares, both
in membership and vol-
unteers. - Dave VE3JX.

AARC Meetings:

First Thursday in month
at Sir James Dunn Secon-
dary School, Wellington
St. E.

at 7:30 pm.
Next Meeting: Mar. 1st
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Why Join Algoma Amateur

The following is an ed-
ited quotation from the
2004 AARC newsletter
sent to all area amateurs:

“The Algoma Amateur
Radio Club has wunder-
gone a number of changes
over the last year or so.
We find ourselves in a
situation where it is diffi-
cult to maintain services
to the amateur radio pub-
lic without some drastic
changes to our fi-
nances . . .The issue of
finances did come up
when we undertook to put
a new antenna up on the
Goulais Ave. tower at a
cost close to $1200. It
was a costly endeavor as
it was thought that, while
we were going to the ex-
pense of a new antenna,
we should raise it to a
much higher level. And
that we did. The range
was increased considera-
bly. Unfortunately, thir-
teen months later, a fail-

ure occurred . . . (repairs
have since been af-
fected—ed.) The club had
considerable discussion
on non-members’ use of
equipment or raise mem-
ber dues. In the end dues
are remaining the same
and all equipment will
remain available for all
amateur radio enthusi-
asts to enjoy whether or
not you are a club mem-
ber. We have scaled back
club expenses to the point
that, with the exception
of get well cards to local
amateurs who are ill, no
money is spent other than
repeater maintenance
and insurance. This is
calculated to cost approxi-
mately $200.00 per
month.  Almost 25% of
that is the cost of main-
taining the phone
patch. . . The club main-
tains four repeaters in
the local area: 146.940,
146.880, 145.210 and the

Radio Club

UHF repeater on 442.650
MHZ. . . T hope you will
see an opportunity to join
with us in order to sup-
port the repeater systems
we maintain as well as
take advantage of an op-
portunity to learn more
about Amateur Radio.

Happy hamming,
Robert Rollins.”
(End of quote.)
Ed: Bob highlighted the

main reason for support-
ing AARC: the repeater
infrastructure it main-
tains. The social and ac-
tivities aspects are valu-
able to some; the repeat-
ers are valuable to almost
all of us. With emergency
power backup, their
ARES value is obvious.
This, and the autopatch,
were the main reasons I
joined. AARC thanks you
in advance for your sup-
port. -jx
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The Editor’s Desk

- Dave Hayes VE3JX

The response has been overwhelm-
ing to requests for contributions
(submissions) to our newsletter. Be
assured that your submission will
get into our newsletter, though not
always in the current month sub-
mitted. But it will be published!

ARES mailing: This month is a
special issue dealing with member-
ship. One membership drive that is
in progress is for the local Amateur
Radio Emergency Service. There
are no dues requested, just some
time, to learn and contribute to the
emergency preparedness of our local
community.

The local ARES group has a good
rapport with the community’s emer-
gency agencies. We have been in-
strumental in assisting our city’s
emergency services during various
power and telecommunications
emergencies. However, we can al-

ways improve in the quantity and
quality of available operators.

Emergency communications is one
area where we earn our “bread and
butter”, so-to-speak. Through
ARES, we can show tangible justifi-
cation for our existence and the as-
signment to us of valuable radio
spectrum. Through active partici-
pation and training in ARES, we
can become better radio operators,
conversant with proper operating
techniques and traffic handling pro-
cedures.

At considerable expense, the local
District’'s ARES management has
mailed to each amateur in the Al-
goma District an invitation to join
your local ARES group. While the
ARES Districts are in the process of
being redefined, the current ARES
“Agawa” District contains four ac-
tive local groups: Sault Ste Marie &
Area, Manitoulin Island, Echo Bay
& Laird Township, and Elliot Lake.
Why not join your local group and
become part of the raison d’etre for

amateur radio. You will enjoy doing
something that is specifically bene-
ficial to the community, something
that most people cannot do. As
well, you will learn new things and
have fun in the process. It’s sort of
like painless “payback” for all the
privileges we enjoy as radio ama-
teurs in Canada.

Contained in the mailing is a list-
ing of all area hams, listed in call-
sign order. (You may have received
more than one package due to hav-
ing more than one call.) It is a gift
from your local ARES to yourself.
As well, an application form is in-
cluded in the hopes that you will
join us. ARES does not want your
money; just your skills. Give it
some thought; we only want what
you can comfortably offer. We
treasure each and every volunteer.

Director: Our RAC director sub-
mitted a report for publication. It
has been included in its entirety.
We look forward to this being a
regular feature from him. -jx

Wanted: More Basic Course Candidates!

AARC is looking for more candi-
dates that would like to become li-
censed amateur radio operators. At

present, the club executive is only
aware of two individuals that would
like to take the course. We should

have 6 or 7, minimum, in order to
make it a worthwhile endeavour. If
you know of someone interested,
point them in the direction of the
AARC executive. Their contact info
is on page 1. - from Bob Rollins.

Minutes of the February 1st Meeting of the AARC

This is the first meeting at our
new location at the “Sir James
Dunn Collegiate and Vocational
School”. Vice President Bob Rollins
VA3RRN opened the meeting at
19:39 hr. Total attendance was 16
people. The minutes of the Jan. 4
meeting were approved on a motion
by Frank VA3MAX seconded by
Marianne VE3MXT. The financial
statement of the main account be-
ing $3,677.57 came from the bank
statement. A motion, to accept the
financial statement, by Marianne
VE3MXT seconded by dJoyce
VE3JCE passed (great to see Joyce
and Fraser again). Due to personal
and business commitments, Gillian
Lloyd VA3GYL is requesting some-
one to take over the treasurer posi-

tion.

A “thank you” letter is being sent
to the president of the Royal Cana-
dian Legion re the use of a room for
our meetings. A motion which
passed at the November meeting, to
amend the meeting quorum to five
members and 2 executives, would
have been voted on but our secre-
tary (yours truly) had the November
bulletin on his computer desk at
home thus the exact wording of the
motion was not available. It will be
voted on at the March meeting. A
discussion for programs at our
meetings ensued and various ideas
were tossed around. Bob VA3BZ
will be giving a talk about
“Batteries and its uses” at the
March meeting. Other program

suggestions  were
PSK, Helscreiber
and other digital
modes, Conversion
from 400 Hz to 60
Hz, airport construction.

Once more, ATTENTION LA-
DIES AND GENTLEMEN. SPE-
CIAL NOTICE TO ALL. Next
months club meeting, March 1st,
will be held at the Sir James Dun
School on Wellington Road East be-
tween Lake Street and Shannon
road.

A motion by Marianne VE3MXT,
to adjourn, was passed after which
we had an enjoyable social get to-
gether.

Tony Lelieveld VE3DWI
Recording Secretary.
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é}m: RAC Director's Report

1st February, 2007
by Dave Goodwin VE3AAQ
Director, Ontario North/East,
Radio Amateurs of Canada

As of 1 January, T am now your represen-
tative on the Board of Directors of RAC.

This is the first of what T intend to be
monthly reports to Amateur Radio Clubs
in Northern and Eastern Ontario. This will
be one means by which T can keep RAC
members informed of my activities on your
behalf. Please consider this an invitation
to contact me with your concerns and com-
ments about RAC and Amateur Radio.

Just before T assumed office, T spoke with
Bill Unger VE3XT of Thunder Bay. Bill
graciously agreed to serve as an Assistant
Director. Bill is well-known and well-
regarded, especially among Amateurs in
Northern and North-western Ontario, and
brings innumerable strengths and experi-
ence to RAC.

On 16 January, T participated in the
monthly RAC Board meeting by telephone
conference call. The single most important
matter that came up was a report from a
committee led by RAC Mid-West Director
Bj Madsen VE5FX recommending a sig-
nificant restructuring of Amateur Radio
licensing in Canada. The key recommenda-
tion was to create a new Foundation Li-
cence as an entryway into Amateur Radio.
Many of you may have worked stations in
the UK signing M3, MM3, MW3 or MI3
call signs. These are new Amateurs li-
censed under a process that became a
model for the committee's recommenda-
tion. The full details of this proposal
should appear on the RAC website in Feb-
ruary.

T agree with the proposal, although my
mind is still open to other opinions. The
key things I find attractive are:

- there is a clear requirement for any new
Amateur to have a mentor, someone who
will help guide the new ham's first steps in
Amateur Radio;

- a practical test will require the prospec-
tive Amateur to actually demonstrate the
basics of connecting up equipment and
antennas;

- just to take the exam, a prospective Ama-
teur must have made a certain minimum
number of contacts on both HF and VHF+
made under the guidance of a licensed
Amateur;

- licences expire with no renewals after
three years. To upgrade to a higher, per-
manent class of licence, a Foundation li-
cencee must produce a log showing at least
250 contacts;

- getting an Amateur licence will require
an investment of time and energy not only
by the new Amateur, but by established

Amateurs as well.

The RAC Board have asked that commit-
tee for recommendations on its implemen-
tation. The Board have not yet officially
adopted the report as RAC policy, and we
have not yet recommended it to Industry
Canada. There's still plenty of time for you
to comment, and T want to hear from you.

RAC HF Band Planning Committee

Sadly, this committee went very quiet at
a critical time: our former committee chair
simply failed to communicate with the
members over a prolonged period. Conse-
quently, when the major changes in US
sub-band allocations on 80, 40 and 15 me-
tres, RAC was caught flat-footed. The com-
mittee has been re-ignited by our new
chair, Bob Nash VE3KZ of Milton ON. Bob
is supported by a group of dedicated HF
operators from coast to coast, including
Ontario representative John  Connor
VE3TG of Ottawa. You can contact either
Bob or John with your suggestions or con-
cerns using their @rac.ca or callbook ad-
dresses.

The matter of interference to Canadian
80m SSB nets was raised by RAC Presi-
dent Earle Smith VE6NM, who was a
guest at the ARRL's annual board meeting
in January. There have been clear cases of
deliberate interference to some Canadian
nets by a very few US Amateurs. RAC an-
ticipates ARRL will take effective action on
these matters very shortly.

T'd like to remind one and all that no net
has any contracted right to any particular
frequency at any particular time. The first
person on any particular frequency at any
particular moment is the only one with
any priority. If a traditional net frequency
is occupied by someone else at net time,
you may ask the occupant to move, but if
they decline, it is responsibility of the net
controller to find another frequency for
that session of the net. Politeness and
courtesy works both ways.

RAC Staff Changes

In November, RAC lost one of our great-
est strengths. Debbie Norman VA3RGM,
RAC's long-serving General Manager,
passed away from cancer. Debbie's corpo-
rate knowledge can never be replaced.
Amateur Radio, and RAC in particular,
were extremely fortunate to have such a
skilled, agreeable person handling the
business side of keeping RAC going.

We are also losing the services of Guy
Charron VA3FZA, who has retired to pur-
sue his many other interests. Guy was a
long-time volunteer at RAC HQ, then a
part-time employee, and latterly worked
virtually full-time at the RAC office over
the last several months. He has been a

tremendous
source of
strength.

We have a new
Treasurer: Dave
Parks VE3AV of
Ottawa, a former RAC Assistant Director,
has taken on this critical volunteer job at a
key moment in our transition. It takes
money and good money management skills
to keep an organization like RAC working,
and Dave bring a great deal of relevant
professional experience to the task.

For now, the RAC office has some tempo-
rary assistance and the RAC Executive is
working hard to come up with new ways to
operate our Headquarters. We will always
depend on volunteers for many things, but
permanent, well-trained, professional staff
are key to RAC's future success.

On the volunteer front, RAC is looking to
fill a new executive position: Vice-
President Public Relations (VPPR).

Appeal for new members

If you are a RAC member, thank you so
much. Your membership fees do a great
deal to sustain RAC in its critical ongoing
mission to protect, defend and expand
Amateur Radio. You also support RAC in
providing services to Amateurs across
Canada, such as advocacy with Industry
Canada, bi-monthly issues of TCA Maga-
zine and the QSL Bureau system, to name
but a few.

If you are not a RAC member, please join.
We need your help. T have been a ham for
over thirty years, since I was a teenager,
and T intend to keep at it at least as long. T
see RAC membership as the best insur-
ance that I can continue to enjoy my hobby
forever more. I think $52.95, including
GST, it is a bargain to get a TCA subscrip-
tion, all those essential RAC membership
services and a long-term future for this
great hobby.

In this region

T will try to get out to several clubs in our
region as I can, but realistically, I'm proba-
bly not to get much beyond the Ottawa-
Kingston area, due to costs and real-life
commitments (I'm still a wage slave, you
see).

But T do want to hear from you, both
members and non-members of RAC. Please
contact me by phone, mail or e-mail.

73,

Dave Goodwin VE3AAQ
PO Box 27084
Ottawa ON K1J 91.9
VE3AAQ@rac.ca
(613) 841-9791 home
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RAC Membership Analysis - by Class

(The total hams listed are people):

Canada RAC RAC %
Total
54386 4731 8.7
Ady Code
21337 3144 14.7
Adv NC
2737 246 9.0
Basic Code
5300 632 11.9
Basic NC
25011 709 2.8

Notice that the highest percent-
age goes to “Advanced with Code”.
This group would include all the
older hams, those who have been
around since before the Basic li-
cense was introduced. They are the
ones who helped form RAC out of
two separate organizations in 1993.
(CARF + CRRL = RAC.) However,
while it is the highest percentage
listed here, less than 15% is still a
sorry figure indeed.

The next highest figure is the
“Basic with Code” at almost 12%.

This sub-group of the Basic license
has sought out HF privileges and no
doubt appreciates that most impor-
tant part of our spectrum allotment.
Their HF interest may have moved
them to support RAC as the organi-
zation that will work to protect and
enhance the HF bands. The free
outgoing QSL bureau would be an
attraction as well. However, 12% is
still pretty poor support.

The largest license group is the
one with the lowest percentage of
members: “Basic No Code”. This is
the first step in one’s progression as
a ham; it is also the only license
many will achieve. This is not a
criticism of the people in this class;
it is rather indicative of the in-
creased privileges now accorded this
group. With the right marks on the
test, a “Basic No Code” ham can
have full HF privileges using up to
250 watts. However, this group has
a disproportionate low percentage of
RAC membership, less than 3%.
Why?

Perhaps, this group has more indi-
viduals that have got their license
and have since dropped out of the

hobby? Or, operating only VHE/
UHF, they have erroneously not
seen the need for national represen-
tation? Or, we haven’t done enough
in their initial training to highlight
the importance of having someone
lobby for the protection of our inter-
ests at the national and interna-
tional levels? Or, a combination of
all these factors, and/or others?

The statistics really point to work-
ing to improve the membership
numbers in the “Basic No Code”
group, but that is not the whole
story. We still have a very poor
showing overall. For example, why
are there so many “Advanced with
Code” amateurs that are non-
members, i.e. 85%? The reasons
may be as varied as there are indi-
viduals, but we will discuss these in
another article.

One factor we don’t know is: how
many are active, and how many
have left the hobby? With perpet-
ual licensing, there is really no way
to tell. As well, the database has
become corrupted with unreported
Silent Keys. - Dave Hayes VE3JX.

RAC Membership Analysis - by Region

The Regional figures once again:

Canada RAC RAC %
Pacific
10816 861 8.0
Alberta
4704 483 10.3
Midwest
2847 319 11.2
Ont. North/East
5880 935 15.9
Ont. South
11266 1436 12.7
Quebec
13538 254 1.9
Atlantic
5085 438 8.6

Our Region comes out on top, per-
centage-wise. However, 16% means
that 84% are not members. Why?

I think a large fraction of the 84%
may no longer be into ham radio at
all. With the advent of cell phones
and the Internet, several hams have
become involved with those forms of
communication, to the exclusion of
ham radio. As well, some Basic
hams may have become discouraged
with the limited range of VHF and
had a phobia with learning the code
to get on HF. Whatever the reason,
they no longer are in the hobby.

Then there are many that want to
see something tangible for their
dues, like a thick monthly maga-
zine. Also, there are some that
have some sort of gripe with one
part of the RAC organization, or
with some RAC official. Lastly,

there are those who won’t join any-
thing.

Quebec is unique in that they
have, by far, the lowest percentage
and number of RAC members. It
appears that this is related to lan-
guage. RAC has not been able to
provide the francophone services it
would like to. Therefore, RAQI is
the larger organization in “La Belle
Province”.

There has been some controversy
in the Maritimes, and possibly in
the Pacific Region. Maybe, they fig-
ure RAC is controlled by Ontario.
However, of all past RAC Presi-
dents, only 1 came from Ontario,
Pat Doherty VA3PD, and he was
there for less than 3 months. -jx
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Why We Need Radio Amateurs of Canada C

As Public Defender: Suppose we
lived in the wild west, where “the
gun was the law”. While such an
atmosphere makes for great western
movies, would you really want to
live in an area or era where there
was no protection from lawless seg-
ments of society? Or, others who
want what we have worked for?

Indeed, today, when we see many
newscasts from around the world,
we are very thankful to be living
here where there is law, police pro-
tection and rights for minorities.

As radio amateurs, we are in the
minority. We have, at our disposal,
great resources in the form of RF
spectrum allotments. However, we
also have some interests that jeal-
ously covet what we have. Others
want to do their thing, causing un-
tenable conditions in our backyard.

These other groups have big money
and influence behind them. We, on
the other hand, pay no dues, and, as
far as many uninformed can see, do
not contribute to the national econ-
omy. What easy pickings we would
be if we were not organized to com-
bat extinction!

RAC has many responsibilities and
roles to play in the amateur radio
scene. However, the most important
role it plays is being the public de-
fender of our rights and privileges.

You might be inclined to view In-
dustry Canada in that role. It does
play a part in administering the Ra-
dio Regulations and spectrum usage.
However, they also have oversight of
all the other users of radio frequen-
cies. If there is a conflict between
spectrum users, which way will IC
lean? Who knows? That is why we
need our own independent advocate.
To depend on IC to promote our case
would be like depending on the
judge to rule our way without our
having proper representation.

BPL?: I mentioned BPL, last
month, as an example of why we
need RAC. BPL is, of course, Broad-
band over Power Lines. Our local
PUC, among others have been test-
ing and deploying this technology for

by Dave Hayes VE3JX

providing internet service to their
customers. One of the adverse side-
effects of BPL has been RF interfer-
ence, particularly in the HF spec-
trum. It is particularly noticeable
in close proximity to its deployment.
Those who have mobile HF find it
quite strong along Great Northern
Rd. up to 2nd Line, as one example.
The obvious question is: Why has
BPL been allowed to cause said in-
terference with seeming impunity?

The main answer is: It makes
money; it generates revenue. IC,
along with other spectrum adminis-
trators around the globe, is becom-
ing very sensitive to the “economic
benefits” of such technology. Ama-
teur radio organizations everywhere
are finding that administrations are
reluctant to enforce anti-
interference laws that will inhibit a
part of the growing digital economy,
as they see it.

For example, the FEuropean
Commission’s draft document,
Recommendation on BPL, says: “
when resolving interference, the
Member States should take into ac-
count the importance of the seruvices,
as well as technical and economic
aspects”.

In practice, this means that some
services don’t need to be protected
as much as others. Where do you
think amateur radio would fit in,
since we are not filling the tax cof-
fers with fees or revenues? The
same outlook is being promulgated
globally.

Therefore, our only recourse is to
have organized representation at
the national and international lev-
els. RAC is trying to fulfill that role
on behalf of all radio amateurs in
Canada. They are the only ones
who can do so. Fortunately, we
have an ally in the shortwave
broadcast community when it comes
to BPL. They are being interfered
with as we are. Even so, it is hard
slugging as the promoters of BPL
want to do it the cheap and dirty
way, if they can get away with it.
Positive things: Not all represen-

tation is reactive, trying to combat
negative forces. Much of RAC’s
work involves a proactive approach
in working with IC and other ad-
ministrations to improve our privi-
leges. Past representation by RAC
and its predecessors has gained us
new bands, exclusivity with some
band segments, duty-free status on
ham transmitting equipment, an
easier process for reciprocal operat-
ing, a lower entry point into ham
radio with the resultant increase in
numbers, a venue provided for indi-
vidual amateurs to have their say
on important matters, etc. They
have also provided the Canadian
structure for an extensive field or-
ganization.

There is a Vice-President Regula-
tory Affairs who interfaces with In-
dustry Canada on a continuous ba-
sis. His work involves making sure
that any changes made to the way
our hobby is administered from day
to day is for our mutual benefit.

(Did you know that the Amateur
Radio Service Centre was a RAC
concept? RAC developed the idea
and was hoping to administrate the
operation. However, IC liked the
idea so much that they decided to
implement it themselves.)

We have other individuals such as
Ken Pulfer VE3PU and Jim Dean
VE3IQ who are representing us in
Geneva with the International
Amateur Radio Union, whose main
raison d’etre is to defend and im-
prove our amateur bands on a
global basis. As well, Jim and Ken
have been doing work directly in-
volving ITU and the upcoming
World Radio Conference in October.

(For those not aware, the World
Radio Conferences (WRC’s) are
where the world’s governments
meet to decide how the RF spec-
trum is to be divided up and used.
Good representation here and,
more particularly, in the planning
committees that do their prepara-
tory work months and years before
the actual conference, is essential
for a positive outcome for us.) -jx
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The Benefits of RAC Membership

Below is a copy of the RAC Member
benefits page, from the RAC website:

“If you are a new radio amateur,
congratulations on obtaining your
Certificate of Proficiency in Amateur
Radio! Even if you have been a ra-
dio amateur for some time, we want
to tell you about our national Ama-
teur Radio organization.

We invite you to join with the
many thousands of fellow radio
amateurs who are members of Ra-
dio Amateurs of Canada Inc. If you
are already a member, your ongoing
support is appreciated!

Membership in RAC is a must for
the serious radio amateur, new or
experienced. We invite you to be a
part of supporting its future, while
at the same time enjoying the bene-
fits that only RAC membership
can provide:

e your national voice, represent-
ing you and your interests at
home and abroad

e TCA The Canadian Amateur

magazine, packed with news,
columns and articles essential
to Amateur Radio, from begin-
ner to the most experienced ra-
dio amateur

e your advocate for the promotion
of Amateur Radio communica-
tion and experimentation - on
earth and in space

e this website with lots of valu-
able information accessible
from the convenient alphabeti-
cal Site Index

e the RAC Affiliated Club Pro-
gram, bringing special benefits
to clubs and their members

e the RAC Store with special
member-identity products,
clothing, books, instructional
CDs for beginners, and other
RAC items - all at member-
discount prices

e the RAC Field Organization in-
cluding the Amateur Radio
Emergency Service (ARES), the

National Traffic System (NTS),
the Official Bulletin Service
(OBS, and the Official Observer
Service (O0S)

e the RAC National Outgoing
QSL Bureau - for members only

e the $5 Million RAC Liability
Insurance - free to RAC mem-

bers

e the RAC Canada Day and RAC
Winter contests and RAC
Awards

RAC is a federally incorporated,
not-for-profit membership associa-
tion. As the only national amateur
radio organization in Canada, RAC
represents you to the government
(Industry Canada) and on the inter-
national front. This crucial repre-
sentation is made possible through
membership support. Your member-
ship will help to ensure the con-
tinuation of the Amateur Radio Ser-
vice.”

- courtesy of the RAC website. -jx

VE3DWI Retires!!

Tony Lelieveld VE3DWI walked into
a local restaurant on January 26™ ex-
pecting to meet his wife Marianne
VE3MXT and a few of his close
friends for dinner to celebrate his birth-
day and retirement.

Marianne escorted him in and the look
on Tony’s face was priceless as he
faced a large room full of friends and
acquaintances gathered there to help

him celebrate. Among the well-wishers
were his family from southern Ontario
who had traveled some 500 miles to
honour their dad on his special night.

Tony 1is retiring from his job as an
electronic engineering technologist
with Bell Mobility and in that theme
his cake was complete with a tower
with flashing strobe lights and an an-
tenna on top. At the base of the tower
was a repeater shack with Tony’s call
sign on the roof.

One of the most amazing things about
the party was that Marianne managed
to organize it right under Tony’s nose,
often sending emails while he was in
the same room. It was obvious that she
succeeded as Tony appeared to be
REALLY surprised by it all.

Quote of the evening was from Bob
VE3RQR, who after looking at the
cake exclaimed ‘“Congratulations

12

Tony....you finally got your tower up
- from Jim KB8SKC / VA3JIM
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Dave Allison Award

In Future Issues o o o It’s that time in the year when
we think of whom we would like AARC;

to nominate for the Dave Allison 3. They cannot have won it last
Award. year.

This award is given to the ama- Send your choices to the Award
teur who has made exemplary Committee by email or snail-mail.
outstanding contribution to ama- The easiest way to make your
teur radio in general, and the Al- choice known is to go to the club

goma Amateur Radio Club in website and follow the linking to

2. They must be a member of

Repeater Etiquette
New ARES Districts & News

Pictures from the Seniors’ Club

Lloyd’s Soldering Station particular. the Dave Allison Award page.
The qualifications for nominees Tony has added a link there to
RAC Director’s Reports & News are simple: email all committee members at
1. They must be a licensed the same time with your nominee.

& More. amateur; -jx

1 =~ QCWA Dues Going Up April Ist

Below, you will find the new QCWA
dues schedule for Canadians.

Notable Canadians include Croft
Taylor, VE3CT, from Ottawa who was
also a QCWA past president. As
well, Ken Oelke, VEBAFO, a past
president and director of RAC, and is

Life membership is based on 15
times the annual rate. Since the new
annual rate works out to $10/yr., the
new Life w/o pubs will be fifteen times
that: $150.

- All Prices are in U.S. Dollars -
Canadian Dues Structure

Today April 1, 2007 What does this mean for us? If you now a director of QCWA.. Other
Three Years (no pubs) were intending to become a member members include Earle Smith,
$25.00 $30.00 of QCWA, now, i.e. before April 1st, VEG6NM, our current RAC president;
Family (ea. additional) 3-yr. would be the best time. The Life w/o Doug Leach, VE3XK, our former RAC
$12.00 $12.00 pubs rate of $60US is the best bar- director; Dave Goodwin, VE3AAQ,
Life (no pubs) gain available, but it is time limited. our current RAC director; Dana
$60.00 $150.00 QCWA membership is particularly of Shtun, VE3KU/DSS, former RAC di-
Family Life (ea. additional) advantage to “snowbirds”, since there rector and columnist for TCA; and
$40.00 $40.00 are probably more QCWA chapters in many , many others.
Pubs - three years Florida than in any other state. Fel- It would be neat to setup a local
$25.00 $39.00 lowship is quite active in several of chapter, possibly including both sides
Life (with pubs) those chapters. of the border: a “Twin-Soo” chapter, if
$335.00 $375.00 Just a reminder: all that is required you will. All we need is 5 members to

Note that the largest increase is in
the Life Membership without publica-
tions. It is changing from $60US to
$150. It was found that this rate was
very disproportionate to the U.S.
rates and the other Canadian rates.

for membership is to have received
your first ham ticket 25 years ago, or
more. Continuous licensing is not
necessary. QCWA, therefore, is an
association of “old-timers” and boasts
many well known amateurs in its
ranks.

get it started. It would be really neat
to have an International chapter. Any
takers?

If you need more info on QCWA,
visit their website at: www.qcwa.org,

or contact myself. C UL old timer.
- Dave Hayes VE3JX - Life Member #33597




